Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy
For New Mexico

Prepared by:
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
In cooperation with:

Over 170 public agencies, conservation organizations, commodity interests,
municipalities, private partners, and tribal representatives.

February 14, 2006




Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy

For New Mexico

Recommended Citation:

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 2006. Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation
Strategy for New Mexico. New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. Santa Fe, New Mexico.
526 pp + appendices.

Copies of this document can be obtained by visiting www.wildlife.state.nm.us
or writing to:

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
P.O. Box 25112
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Civil Rights and Diversity Compliance

Certain programs of the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish receive federal funds from the US Department of the
Interior. These programs are subject to requirements of the New Mexico Human Rights Act and Title VI of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act. These acts prohibit discrimination because of ancestry, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, age, or physical or
mental handicap. If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, please contact the
either of the following offices.

e NM Department of Game and Fish, ADA Coordinator, PO Box 25112, Santa Fe, NM 87504.

e  Office of Equal Opportunity, US Dept. of the Interior, Office of the Secretary, Washington, DC 20240.

The Department of Game and Fish will schedule public meetings and operate facilities that are accessible to physically impaired
persons. Reasonable accommodations will be made for other impairments, including hearing and sight. If special aids are
required, call (505) 476-8027 or write to the NM Department of Game and Fish, PO Box 25112, Santa Fe, NM 87504 at least

three working days prior to the meeting date.

To initiate a complaint, write to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Federal Assistance, 4401 Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop:
MBSP-4020, Arlington, Virginia 22203.



State of New Mexico

Office of the Governor

Bill Richardson
Governor

September 26, 2005

National Acceptance Advisory Team
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arlington, VA

Dear Acceptance Team:

I am pleased to submit New Mexico’s draft Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy for
your review and acceptance.

This Strategy demonstrates our concern for wildlife and habitat resources here and across the
nation. It is our job to keep our wildlife populations healthy and sustainable, and we take that
responsibility seriously. The approaches to conservation expressed in the Strategy are
substantial and sensible. An important consideration is that we have listened to many people and
- interests in the preparation of this Strategy. The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, as
facilitator of this Strategy, has contacted more that 400 public, private, and tribal interests;
specific contributions from more than 125 of those interests are represented in the Strategy.

The Strategy fully addresses the eight essential elements established by Congress for the Strategy
documents nationally. We have focused on strategic actions that are intended to keep common
species common and work to prevent wildlife from becoming endangered. We have consulted
rigorous science as available, and we have acknowledged where more information is needed.
Importantly, we have constructed an ecological framework for identifying the species of greatest
conservation need, the habitat treatments necessary to sustain them and other members of their
ecological communities, and the periodic review process necessary to ensure citizen involvement
and acceptance. This perspective is presented with responsible regard for the wide array of
economic and social values that also are important to maintain on our landscape.

As shown by our policy progress in the past 30 months, I am a “conservation Governor.” This
Strategy, maintaining a strong place for New Mexico in the State Wildlife Grants program, is a
significant part of that commitment. Thank you for your consideration of our contribution.

Sincerely,
ill Richardson Guy Riordan
Governor of New Mexico Chairman, State Game Commission

State Capitol * Room 400 ¢ Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 * 505-827-3000 * wwwgovernor.state.nm.us



PREFACE

This Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy for New Mexico is a product of the people
and represents both a culmination and a springboard.

The Strategy is a culmination of 2 years of efforts on the part of resource professionals,
conservation organizations, commodity interests, private individuals, tribal interests, municipal
governments, and others to construct a better wildlife conservation overview for New Mexico.
Those efforts have been directed by a national initiative for accomplishing such a perspective
through Congressional interest in the State Wildlife Grants program. The need for
comprehensive strategies has been recognized for many years and led to establishment of the
October 2005 deadline for states to present strategies that address local and state-level
conservation needs and which promote an ability to advise regional and national perspectives on
wildlife conservation at landscape scales.

Importantly, this draft Strategy is the springboard to an important conservation future for wildlife
in New Mexico and the Southwest. In addressing the eight essential elements prescribed by
Congress for strategy construction, New Mexico has consolidated important insight about long-
term needs of wildlife in the state, articulated an ecologically based approach to strategic actions
that reverse declines and maintain beneficial population levels, and formulated the public
engagement processes necessary to ensure involvement in, and acceptance and implementation
of conservation strategies for years to come.

This Strategy is dedicated to expressing sensible approaches to conserving biological diversity in
New Mexico in context with surrounding areas. We identify focus points on species and habitats
warranting conservation actions. Further, we organize existing information and recognize where
important information gaps remain. From that foundation, we identify cooperative and
collaborative approaches to addressing the most important wildlife and habitat conservation
needs in time and cost effective ways. The potential of this Strategy can only be realized through
a broad array of natural resource agencies, other public programs, and private interests, all
accepting this approach, being guided by it in operational planning, and pulling together to
implement the actions.

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish has appreciated its role and responsibility in
facilitating the compilation and construction of this Strategy. But, we acknowledge the greater
contribution of many public, private, municipal, tribal, and other participants that kept us
cognizant of all factors necessary to describe conservation actions that embrace the functional
balance of wildlife and human interests. We are indebted to all who have participated to this
point and all who will help this springboard to reaching fullest benefits for wildlife.

Bruce Thompson
Director, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
September 2005
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