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What’s New

Gila Trout Angling

New Combination Licenses

Maddox Lake, Capulin Creek, Pine 
Lodge Creek, and Corona Lake
Maddox Lake
Capulin Creek Pine Lodge Creek

Corona Pond (Silver Pond)

Table of Contents and What’s New

Cover photo: Dan Williams, NM Department of Game and Fish

Free Fishing Days!

June 7, National Fishing Day and 
September 27, National Hunting 

rules still apply.

Contact the Department of Game and Fish

Department of Game and Fish
PO Box 25112, Santa Fe, NM 87504
1 Wildlife Way, Santa Fe, NM 87507

Web Address
www.wildlife.state.nm.us

Northwest Area ......................................(505) 222-4700
3841 Midway Place NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109
Northeast Area .......................................(575) 445-2311
215 York Canyon Rd., Raton, NM 87740
Southwest Area ......................................(575) 532-2100
2715 Northrise Dr., Las Cruces, NM 88011
Southeast Area .......................................(575) 624-6135
1912 W. Second St., Roswell, NM 88201

Important Phone Numbers
To obtain publications and forms ..................(800) 862-9310
Operation Game Thief ................................(800) 432-GAME
General information ....................................(505) 476-8000
TDD (hearing & speech impaired) ................(505) 476-8143
Fisheries Management ................................(505) 476-8055
Wildlife Management ..................................(505) 476-8038
Law Enforcement .......................................(505) 476-8066
Conservation Services .................................(505) 476-8101
Fax (licenses/procurement/payment) ...........(505) 476-8137
Hunter Education .......................................(505) 222-4731
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Providing New Mexico and its wildlife

ear-round Excellent Services



Licenses, Stamps, and Validations

Licenses Resident Nonresident

Fishing
Fishing
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License Requirements

Second Rod Validation

Habitat Stamp

Habitat Management and Access Validation

Free Gila Trout Fishing Permit

DO NOT Fish 
Without a License!

The maximum jail term is 6 months. You also have the 
option of paying a penalty assessment by mail rather than 
appearing in court.
The assessment is $ 110 for residents and $141 for 

Stamp and a $4 Habitat Management and Access Validation. 

are $400 for the fraudulent purchase of a resident license 

Anyone cited for violating laws and regulations will be 

license privileges.

and respect all such regulations, which are usually posted 
conspicuously at entry points.

Definitions
Angling

Bag Limit

Barbless Hook



It Is Illegal:

Remember:

No Trespassing on Private Lands

Chumming

Fishing Waters

Game Fish

Ice Fishing

Native American Lands

Nongame Fish

Possession Limit

Resident

Second Rod Validation

Single Hook
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New Mexico Fishing Waters
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Waters Closed to Fishing
Gila trout waters: West Fork of the Gila and all tributaries above waterfalls between USFS Trail 151 crossing near White Creek cabin and USFS 

Trail 151 crossing near Lilley Canyon, Big Dry Creek from Golden Link Cabin upstream, Little Creek from the barrier upstream, Spruce Creek,
Main Diamond Creek East Fork of Mogollon 
Creek upstream Trail Canyon Creek and Woodrow Canyon Creek, McKnight Creek, Sheep Corral Creek, White Creek from the waterfall 
near White Creek Cabin upstream, Aspen Canyon Creek, and Fall Canyon Creek.

Rio Grande cutthroat trout waters: Capulin Creek (Los Alamos County) and Pine Lodge Creek.
Lakes with posted portions near dams or at outlets: and Laguna

Madre.
Hatcheries: State and Federal hatcheries
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Winter Trout Water
Handicapped Water



General Information

Warm Water Bag and Possession Limits
Black bass 5 per day

15 per day

Crappie 20 per day

Striped bass 3 per day

Northern pike 10 per day

Tiger muskie 0 per day

Walleye 5 per day

White bass 25 per day

White bass/striped bass hybrids 25 per day

Brantley Reservoir 0 per day

Possession Limits: Twice the daily bag limit

Taking Minnows

Warm Water Regulations
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Trotlines may not be used in the following waters:

Trotlines may not be used in any trout waters except:

Warm Water and Boating Regulations
Trotlines Or Set Lines
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Basic Boating Regulations

www.state.nm.us/tax/mvd/.

www.emnrd.state.nm.us/nmparks

Special Boating Restricted Waters
Waters Restricted To Boats Without Motors

Waters Restricted To Boats With Oars Or 
Electric Motors

Waters Where No Boats Or Flotation Devices 
Are Allowed

Waters Restricted To Boats During Fishing 
Season and at Trolling Speeds Only 

Department of Game and Fish Personnel

Remember!



Teeth in a single
patch on back
of tongue

Deep body, seldom 
exceeds 3 pounds Horizontal stripes less 

distinct on bottom half of body

Milky eye corneas

Large canine teeth

Large mouth, 
sharp teeth Sides are gray-green with 

rows of yellow & white spots

Silvery sides with 7 to 
8 stripes that extend 
onto tail

Slender body,
up to 55 pounds

Olive or blue back

Teeth in two 
parallel patches 
on back of tongue

Deeply forked tail
Small, irregular black spots, no scales

appearing as one
Olive or dark green back 
Deep bodied, large lower jaw

Sharp dorsal and pectoral spines
Handle with Care!

Long barbels
around the mouth 

Scales on cheeks
smaller than
on body

Upper jaw
extends to eye
           Dark spots in rows

Shallow notch 

Dark horizontal 
irregular splotches on side

Uniform olive-
brown color

Upper jaw
extends to eye

Shallow notch

Vertical barring

Scales on cheeks as
large as on body

Upper jaw
extends beyond eye

Deep notch between

Horizontal stripe on side

Smallmouth Bass
NM Record: 3-31-06  Ute Lake
Weight: 7 lb., 3 oz.  Length: 24" Girth: 16-1/2" 

Largemouth Bass
NM Record: 3-24-95  Bill Evans Lake
Weight: 15 lb., 13 oz.  Length: 26-1/2” Girth: 24-3/4" 

Spotted Bass
NM Record: 3-26-88  Cochiti Lake
Weight: 4 lb., 8 oz.  Length: 18” Girth: 16"

Striped Bass
NM Record: 4-1-92  Elephant Butte
Weight: 54 lb., 8 oz.  Length: 45” Girth: 34" 

White Bass
NM Record: 6-8-83  Bill Evans Lake
Weight: 4 lb., 13 oz.  Length: 19-1/2” Girth: 18-1/4"

Walleye
NM Record: 9-19-89  Clayton Lake 
Weight: 16 lb., 9 oz.  Length: 32” Girth: 21" 

Northern Pike
NM Record: 11-21-74 Miami Lake & 3-7-78 Springer Lake
Weight: 36 lb., 0 oz.  Length: 53” Girth: 29" 

Crappie
NM Record: 3-2-83  Black River
Weight: 4 lb., 9 oz.  Length: 16” Girth: 13-1/2" 

NM Record
Weight: 36 lb., 8 oz.  Length: 38” Girth: 26"

NM Record: 6-20-05  Elephant Butte
Weight: 52 lb., 1/4 oz. Length: 43-1/2” Girth: 30-1/4"

NM Record: 6-7-79  Ash Canyon/Elephant Butte
Weight: 78 lb., 0 oz.  Length: 47-1/2” Girth: 31-1/2"
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Abdomen usually yellow
 Large black spots and smaller red-

orange spots with halos on sides

Spawning Male:
long snout, arched back,
sides turn pink-red to orange

Female and non-spawning male: blue-green along back,
silvery sides, few spots

Red slash mark below jaw 

Large, dark irregular spots

Pink streak along sidesNumerous black spots on 
light body

Light to dark
green with white, irregular spots 
on head, body, and most of tail

Small black spots

Dark olive-green 
along back, shading
to golden-yellow belly

Yellow slash mark below jaw 

Light wavy lines on back

Yellow spots with halos on sides

Orange-red slash
mark below jaw

Small, profuse spots

Lake Trout
NM Record: 2-24-99  Heron Lake
Weight: 31 lb., 6 oz.  Length: 41-1/2” Girth: 26" 

Brook Trout
NM Record: 9-23-96  Hidden Lake/Simms
Weight: 5 lb., 0 oz.  Length: 21” Girth: 14-1/2"

Brown Trout
NM Record: 7-9-46  Chama River
Weight: 20 lb., 4 oz.  Length: 34-1/2” Girth: 21"

Rainbow Trout
NM Record: 3-13-99  Santa Cruz Lake
Weight: 31 lb., 12.5 oz.  Length: 33-1/2” Girth: 24-1/4"

Cutthroat Trout
NM Record: 6-27-81  Latir Lakes
Weight: 10 lb., 2 oz.  Length: 24-5/8” Girth: 18-1/2"

Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout (Native) State Fish

Gila Trout (Native)
NM Record: 11/23/07  Gila River
Weight: 4 lb., 8 oz. Length: 20” Girth: 13-3/4”

Kokanee Salmon
NM Record: 10-13-00  Navajo Lake
Weight: 4 lb., 0 oz.  Length: 24" Girth: 13-1/2"

Snake River Cutthroat Trout
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Free Gila Trout Fishing Permit

Catch & Release Tips

2. Use a landing net whenever possible.

5. Gently remove the hook (barbless hooks are easier).

with one hand. Gently support it from below and just 
behind the head until it swims away.

General Information

License Information

General Bag and Possession Limit 
Restrictions

Special Trout Water Regulations

What’s Whirling Disease?
This disease of trout is caused by a tiny parasite, Myxobolus 
cerebralis
remain dormant in sediment at the bottom of lakes and 
streams for up to 30 years. The parasite consumes the 

water, there is virtually nothing that can be done to entirely 
eliminate the disease. Whirling disease is already established 
in several streams in New Mexico including the Pecos, San 

of Myxobolus cerebralis remain viable for so long, there is 
little that can be done to eradicate the parasite once it is 
established in a watershed.

While we remain optimistic about our ability to produce 
whirling disease-free trout from hatcheries, our primary 
concern is preventing the spread of the disease to our native 
trout. Please visit our Web site to learn more about whirling 
disease in New Mexico: www.wildlife.state.nm.us/.

What Can Anglers Do? 
The most important thing anglers can do to prevent 
contaminating additional trout waters is to take the following 
steps:

waders and wading boots.

facility and not in our streams, lakes or even your sink 
drain. 

whirling disease. 

MUST obtain a permit from the New Mexico Department 
of Game and Fish.  Call (505) 476-8055 for more 
information.

Get More Information
Great sources of current whirling disease information can be 
found on the internet. Please visit these Web sites:

The Whirling Disease Foundation 
www.whirling-disease.org
Montana Whirling Disease Task Force 
www.whirlingdisease.org
Trout Unlimited
www.tu.org

Whirling Disease Continues to Pose 
a Serious Threat to New Mexico’s Trout Population
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Special Trout Water Regulations

1 trout only,
at least 20” long

1 trout only,
at least 16” long

2 trout only,
at least 15” long

2 trout only,
at least 12” long

2 trout only,
any length

3 trout only,
any length

Special Trou
t W

ater
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2 Gila trout 
any length,
unlimited

brown trout

Black Canyon Creek
Doctor Creek
Jack’s Creek

Mogollon Creek

Nabor Creek and Nabor Lake
Pecos River
Rio Cebolla
Rio Costilla
Rio Guadalupe
Rio Las Animas
Rio Valdez
San Antonio River
San Juan River
Tingley Beach
Valle Vidal

San Juan River

Cimarron River

Shuree Ponds

Pecos River

Red River

Chama River
Iron Creek
Rio De Los Pinos
Rio Pueblo

Sargent Wildlife Management Area

Special Trout Waters-Any Legal Tackle or Bait
Laguna del Campo (Burns Canyon Lake)
Chama River
Red River

Red River Hatchery Pond
Red River City Ponds
Rio Grande
Rio Grande
Rio Ruidoso

Gilita Creek and Willow Creek

Catch-and-
Release

Only.

ALL trout
must be

immediately
returned to
the water



General Information

License Information

Trotlines

Regular Trout, Winter Trout and Kokanee

Winter Trout Waters

Bag and Possession Limits

Streams
Black River

Pecos River

Lakes DrainsWinter Trout WatersR
e

g
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Regular Trout, Winter Trout and 
Kokanee Bag Limits

Brown trout, brook trout, rainbow trout, or 
kokanee salmon 5 per day

10 in possession

and salmon, except only 2 lake trout and/or 
2 cutthroat trout may be included in the limit.

Lake trout 2 per day
4 in possession

Cutthroat trout 2 per day
2 in possession

Gila trout Catch-and-Release
  

2 per day, 2 in possession

5 per day, 10 in possession



Special Kokanee Snagging Season
General Information

Closed from Oct. 1 - Nov. 9

Closed from Oct. 1 - Nov. 13

Waters Closed from Oct. 1 - Nov. 13
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Special Kokanee Salmon Snagging 
Season Dates
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31

Oct. 1 - Nov. 13

Nov. 14 - Dec. 31

Special Kokanee Salmon Snagging 
Season Bag Limit

Kokanee salmon 12 per day
24 in possession



Junior, Senior and Handicapped Waters

Junior Fishing License

Senior Fishing License

Free Senior Fishing License

Handicapped Fishing License

Bag and Possession Limits

Harris Pond in Las Vegas
Shuree Kid’s Pond in the Valle Vidal 
Seven Springs Hatchery Brood Pond
Spring River Park in Roswell 
Valley Improvement Association Ponds in Belen

 in Las Cruces
Tingley Beach Kid’s Pond in Albuquerque (12 and younger)

Estancia Park Lake in Estancia
Harry McAdams Park Ponds in Hobbs
Red River Hatchery Pond in Red River
Santa Rosa Pond at Blue Hole Park in Santa Rosa
Grants Riverwalk Pond in Grants

Cowles Pond north of Pecos (smaller of two ponds)
Red River City East Kid’s Pond in Red River (12 and 
younger)

Anglers Under Age 14, Senior and 
Handicapped-Only Waters

Laguna del Campo (Burns Canyon Lake) near Los Ojos 

are in direct supervision of a child or children younger than 14.
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Attention: Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Users

designed to protect the safety of all citizens and ensure responsible OHV use.  OHVs include ATVs, snowmobiles, 

For resident information contact: https://MVD.state.nm.us/. Nonresidents should contact any Tourism 

All OHVs used on public lands must be registered and owners must pay user fees used to promote safety and 
a system of dedicated OHV trails throughout the state. Nonresidents must purchase either a two-year or a 90 day 

and the user paid a user fee in another state. 
All riders younger than 18 must wear a helmet and protective eye wear, must have adult supervision (unless 

they have taken an approved safety course)  carry their OHV safety permit, and have a valid license. No rider 

age of 10 must have parental supervision and ride an OHV that is age and size appropriate. 

lands or roads except with the express permission of the landowner or leaseholder of the lands.
Vehicles must have U.S. Forest Service approved spark arrestors and a headlight and taillight if driven at 

of a business, person, horseback rider or occupied dwelling. OHVs may not be operated on any paved street or 
highway, except to cross a road after coming to a complete stop. 

check for compliance.



Habitat Stamp Program
Program

H
abitat Stam
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Donation Certificate
Address
City and State
Hereby convey to:

Address
City and State

Taken by me under NM Fishing License #:

      Date       County
Date of Transaction: 
Place of Transaction:



Instructions for Form 3
Over-the-Counter Licenses by Mail

Mexico, must have on their person a current New 
Anyone who hunts protected 

game must have a license, regardless of age.  All 
nonresidents must be licensed, even for hunting 
unprotected nongame species.

Do not use this form to apply for draw licenses or 
permits.  Do not use this form to purchase a Deer OTC 
license until you know whether you were successful 
in the deer draw.  Use Form 3 ONLY for the licenses 
listed.  Over-the-Counter licenses, except ibex and 
nonresident furbearer, also are available from all license 
vendors in New Mexico.

have an original signature.

all licenses.

payable to Department of Game and Fish.  Do not 
mail cash. Persons using any license purchased with 
a worthless check or credit card can be prosecuted 
for using a license unlawfully procured and are 
subject to a one-year revocation of all hunting and 

Return Form 3 with your payment to any Department 

Department of Game and Fish
PO Box 25125
Santa Fe, NM  87504

Turn In a Poacher, Earn a Reward!
Rewards for the arrest or charges against game violators are:

Operation Game Thief

Parental Responsibility Act

Operation Game Thief, Form 3
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Form 3 Licenses by MailPO Box 25125, Santa Fe, NM  87504
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*For any Temporary License, please specify dates:
Starting 12:01 am. (MM/DD/YY)

Ending 11:59 pm. (MM/DD/YY)

Resident   NonresidentFishing
Annual Fishing $25.00 56.00

 (12-17 years old) 5.00 28.00

(For residents 65-69)

(For residents 70 years and older)

1-Day Fishing  12.00 12.00
*(Specify dates at right) 

5-Day Fishing  24.00 24.00
*(Specify dates at right)

Second Rod Validation 4.00 4.00

Hunter Education No.              State
licenses issued to persons under 
18 years of age.

State of Driver's License Driver's License Number

Zip Code Date of Birth (MM/DD/YY) Date Residency Established (MM/DD/YY)

Height Weight Eye Color Hair ColorSex

City State

Day-time Phone Number Last 4 Digits of SSN

FORM 3 Application to purchase hunting or fishing license by mail

Last Name

First Name

Hunting Licenses, Permits, and Stamps
Resident Nonresident

Do not purchase any deer OTC license until you know your results in the draw or 
have access to private land to hunt.

Deer - Standard hunt (S) $39.00 $270.00

Deer - Quality hunt (Q) 39.00 355.00

(Deer, squirrel, game birds)

and Fishing

(Residents 12-17 years old)

and Fishing (Residents 12-17 years old)

Resident Senior (Residents 65 and older)

Resident Senior (Residents 65 and older)

or Handicapped General Hunting and Fishing

Private Land-Only Deer Permits 1.00 1.00

2A, 2B, 2C, 4, or 5A.

Deer Hunt Code:

Hunting and Fishing), provide that license number here:  #

Small Game and Fishing 
(Residents 12-17 and 65 years and older) 16.00               

Small Game 20.00 90.00
(Squirrel and game birds but not turkey) 

Temporary Small Game (4-day)              NA 33.00
*(Specify dates in box to the left)

Spring Turkey 28.00 110.00

Spring Turkey-Second Tag 10.00 10.00

Fall Turkey 28.00 110.00

Bear 47.00 260.00

Cougar 43.00 290.00

Trapper 20.00 345.00
(Not available to nonresidents who live in a state that does not permit a New Mexico 
resident to purchase a nonresident trapper's license.  Available only by mail or in 

(Residents ages 12-17)

Nonresident Nongame Animals NA 65.00
(Not required of any nonresident holding a NM nonresident hunting license.)

Barbary Sheep 103.00 360.00

23-25 (except Florida Mountain hunt area), 26 and 27.  Available only by mail using 

 Required of all migratory bird hunters)

Habitat Stamp 5.00 5.00
(
Management properties. Required only once per season.)

Habitat Management and 4.00 4.00
Access Validation 
(  any lands. Required only once per season.)

All fees above include Depredation Damage Stamp fee where applicable

(Master Card or Visa Card Only)

Please check one:                        Expiration date

(MM/YY)

Signature of License Applicant

Add $1.00 vendor fee. 
Make checks payable to:
Dept. of Game and Fish

Total Amount Enclosed

$

Mastercard Visa

Security Code



Northwest Fishing Map
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Farmington, Nabor Lake, Nabor Creek, Rio Chamita, Rio Chama, Heron Lake, El Vado Lake, 
Rio de los Pinos, Rio San Antonio, Rio Vallecitos, Rio Tusas, Rio Nutrias, Nutrias Lakes, Can-
jilon Lakes, Abiquiu Reservoir, Rio Puerco, Rio de las Vacas, Rio Cebolla, Fenton Lake, San 

Cochiti Lake, Bluewater Lake, McGaffey Lake, Ramah Lake, and Grants Riverwalk Pond.
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Northeast Fishing Map
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Rio Grande, Costilla Creek,  Canadian River, Lake Maloya, Lake Alice, Clayton Lake, Maxwell 

Lake, Red River, Rio Hondo, Eagle Nest Lake, Rio Fernando de Taos, Pot Creek, Rio Grande 
de Ranchos, Rio Pueblo, Rio Santa Barbara, Rio de las Trampas, Rio de Truches, Mora River, 
Charette Lakes, Ute Lake, Conchas Lake, McAllister Lake, Sapello River, Gallina Creek, Pecos 
River, Cow Creek, Santa Rosa Lake, Lake Sumner, and Estancia Park Lake.



Southwest Fishing Map
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Quemado Lake, Escondida Lake, Rio Grande, San Francisco River, 
Negrito Creek, Willow Creek, Snow Lake, Gilita Creek, White Creek,  
Gila River, Black Canyon Creek, Lake Roberts, Sapillo Creek, 
Mimbres River, Bear Canyon Reservoir, Bill Evans Lake, Elephant 
Butte Reservoir, Caballo Reservoir, and Burn Lake.
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Southeast Fishing Map
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Ned Houk Park Ponds, Bosque Redondo Lake, Corona Pond (Silver Pond), Carrizozo Lake, 
Bonito Lake, Rio Ruidoso, Rio Penasco, Spring River Park Lake, Lake Van, Chaparral Lake, 
Green Meadow Lake, Eunice Lake, Brantley Reservoir, Bataan Lake, Black River, Carlsbad 




