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 In 1936 &1938 sightings of Desert Sheep in 
Dog and Nelson Canyons 

 1942 Desert sheep head from Mescalero 
 2013 Commission directed the Department 

to move forward releasing Desert sheep in 
Sac’s 
 

  

History  



 
 

Potential Bighorn 
Habitat  
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 History  

 1940 Barbary introduced to McKnight Ranch 
game park 

 1943 First known escapes out of McKnight 
ranch 

 1950 NMDGF released Barbary into wild in 
Mills Canyon   

 1955 Barbary statutorily classified as game 
animal  

 1956 illegal release in Largo Canyon  
 
  



 
 History  

 1965 large escape from McKnight ranch of 
~100 animals 

 1967 First Barbary hunt in Hondo Valley 
 1967 First reports of Barbary in Sacramento 

Escarpment  
 1980 Management plans initiated to limit 

Barbary expansion 
  



 
 History  

 2005 Barbary hunting in GMU 34 split from 
Statewide hunt 

 2009 Barbary hunting in GMU 34 becomes 
draw 

 2013 Westside of GMU 34 open to OTC  
  



 
 

2014 - 15 Harvest Report  
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