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LICENSE FEE CHANGE

FAST FACTS

SB 254: SENATORS STEVEN NEVILLE & PETE CAMPOS

The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 
is charged with managing New Mexico’s wildlife 
resources and providing outdoor recreation for current 
and future generations. The annual economic impact 
from wildlife recreation in New Mexico is estimated 
at approximately $1 billion (USFWS 2011), providing 
thousands of jobs throughout the state and stimulating 
rural economies. 
 
The Department is funded by hunting and fishing 
license sales and not the General Fund. A license 
fee change would allow the Department to 
implement capital improvements (including deferred 
maintenance) and increase capacity. An increase 
would also allow the Department to address emerging 
trends and challenges, including impacts on wildlife 
from climate change. 
 
The Department leverages federal 
funds specifically set aside 
to support wildlife and fish  
restoration, conservation, and 
management at a 3:1 (federal: 
state) ratio. In order to continue 
to fully leverage the federal funds 
apportioned to the Department, 
we must have sufficient license 
revenue as match.

The last license fee change for 
the Department occurred 17 years 
ago in 2006. The Department 
must seek a license fee change to 
sustain management actions into 
the future.   

   

FEE CHANGE QUICK SUMMARY
Resident Licenses:

• Average increase of $7.78
• 11 of 27 license types unchanged
• Max increase of $25

Nonresident Licenses: 
• Average increase of $80.45
• 6 of 20 license types unchanged
• Max increase $255

• Hunting and fishing license fees have not 
been increased since 2006.

• Proposed increases are comparable to   
average fees across the western states. 

• Proposed changes are for license fees 
only and do not change special license 
classes, such as veteran and active-
military license discounts. 

• Current cash balances are insufficient to 
sustain operations going forward.

• Increased fees will help provide 
the financial resources to allow the 
Department to conserve New Mexico’s 
wildlife for at least the next 10 years 
without an aditional increase. 



A FEE CHANGE WILL ALLOW THE DEPARTMENT TO...
CONDUCT SCIENCE-BASED WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AND EXPAND WILDLIFE AND 

WATERSHED RESTORATION PROJECTS

INCREASE FIELD OPERATIONS ACTIVITIES AND LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS

INCREASE OUTDOOR RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES, SKILLS-BASED EDUCATION, AND 
OUTREACH EFFORTS

IMPROVE STATE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

A license fee change will allow the Department to expand population  
surveys and analysis, address connectivity of landscapes, integrate new 
technologies, and conserve and recover species. A fee change will also  
provide the Department with funding to increase stream, wetland, and 
forest restoration efforts, promoting healthy landscapes and minimizing the 
potential for catastrophic wildfires. 

Increased funding will allow the Department to expand hunting, fishing, 
and wildlife-viewing opportunities throughout the state. A fee change 
will allow the Department to bolster wildlife and aquatic conservation 
education programs, broaden outdoor recreation programs, and increase 
hunter education opportunities. Funds will allow a focus on expanding 
opportunities for families, women, and youth to increase diversity, equity, 
and inclusion in outdoor recreation.

Increased funding will allow the Department to increase officer presence 
and public engagement while maximizing services to rural areas of New 
Mexico. Expanded funding will also allow the Field Operations Division 
to upgrade enforcement resources needed to provide services to the public 
while keeping officers safe. 

A fee increase will allow the Department to improve Wildlife Management 
Areas, creating outdoor destinations and growing recreational tourism in 
rural areas of the state while promoting place-based outdoor education. 

A NEW PROVISION WILL BENEFIT LOW-INCOME 
NEW MEXICANS WITH LIMITED RESOURCES...

A new provision in statute will benefit New Mexicans participating in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by providing a 
25% discount on all license fees. SNAP provides financial assistance to 
eligible New Mexicans with low income and limited resources to purchase 
food products. 


