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Outdoor Education 
is

Grade level: 
Pre-K to 4th

Objective: 
Learn about walleye in New 
Mexico by coloring the following 
illustration while reading about 
them. The common name, 
“walleye”, comes from the fact 
that the fish’s eyes point outward, 
as if looking at the walls. This 
externally facing orientation of 
the eyes gives anglers an 
advantage in the dark because 
a certain eyeshine is given off 
by the eye of the walleye in the 
dark, similar to that of lions and 
other  nocturnal animals. This 
“eyeshine” is the result of a 
light-gathering layer in the eyes 
called the tapetum lucidum, 
which allows the fish to see well 
in low-light conditions.
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