WILDLIFE NOTES
Arizona Tree Frog
For a tiny animal, the Arizona
Tree Frog has had more than its
share of controversy and confusion surrounding its identity. The
VFLHQWL¿FQDPHKDVJRQHEDFN
and forth from Hyla eximia to
Hyla wrightorum and its comPRQQDPHKDVDOVREHHQ0RXQtain Tree Frog. However, recent
studies using everything from
maternal DNA to size to mating
calls suggest this little green
jewel is a distinct species: Hyla
wrightorum.

RANGE
7KLVVSHFLHVFDQEHIRXQGLQ
the mountains of central Arizona
with an isolated population in
southeastern Arizona (it is the
Arizona state frog). It ranges
VRXWKZDUGLQWRFHQWUDO0H[LFR
IROORZLQJWKH6LHUUD0DGUH,WRFcurs in the mountains of southZHVWHUQ1HZ0H[LFRZKHUHLWLV
fairly common in the Gila range
in Catron and Sierra Counties.
The frog that retained the name
H. eximia only occurs in southHUQ0H[LFR
HABITAT
HylaLV*UHHNIRUEHORQJLQJWR
WKHZRRGVDQGWKHVHEHDXWLIXO
green frogs certainly do. In New
0H[LFRWKH\XVXDOO\UHVLGHLQ
high elevation (5000-9000 feet)
coniferous forests, within the
Ponderosa Pine and Douglas Fir
WUHHVSUHIHUDEO\QHDUVWUHDPV
RUZHWODQGV'XULQJWKHEUHHG-

ing period, the frogs are
out of the trees and in or
near streams, wet meadRZVPDUVKHVVWRFNWDQNV
temporary pools or roadside ditches.

DESCRIPTION
0D\DQ¿JXUHVLQFOXGHD
JRGZLWKH[SDQGHGNQRE
OLNH¿QJHUWLSVDQGDORQJ
EODFNODWHUDOOLQHUXQQLQJ
down its sides. This can
RQO\EHHyla wrightorum. PerKDSVLWVGHL¿HGVWDWXUHUHÀHFWHG
its association with coming rains.
7KLVVPDOOIURJLVEULJKWJUHHQ
VRPHWLPHVZLWKDJROGRUEURQ]H
WLQJH$GDUNVWULSHGRHVLQGHHGUXQIURPWKHIURJ VEOXQW
QRVHWKURXJKWKHGDUNEURZQ
eyes and along its sides. The
JURLQDUHDDQGWKHEDFNRIWKH
hindlegs are orange or gold
ZLWKDJUHHQLVKWLQW%RWKVH[HV
DUHZKLWLVKRQWKHLUEHOOLHVEXW
the males have tannish green
throats, the females have white
WKURDWV7KHWRHWLSVDUHH[SDQGHGSDGVWRIDFLOLWDWHFOLPELQJ
7KHKLQGIHHWDUHZHEEHG
:LWKLWVGLPLQXWLYHVL]HEULJKW
green coloration, toe pads and
FOLPELQJKDELWLWFDQQRWEHPLVWDNHQIRUDQ\RWKHU1HZ0H[LFR
DPSKLELDQ
7KHVNLQRIH. wrightorum is
WR[LFDQGFDQVHYHUHO\LUULWDWH

the eyes of humans (and predators) if it is touched.

BEHAVIOR
/LNHDOORIWKHIURJVDQGWRDGVLQ
1HZ0H[LFR$UL]RQD7UHH)URJV
are primarily nocturnal although
males may call during cloudy,
rainy days. During the day, their
JUHHQFRORUDWLRQFDPRXÀDJHV
them from predators such as
JDUWHUVQDNHVRUELUGV
7KHVHWUHHIURJVDUHZHOONQRZQ
IRUWKHLUFOLPELQJDELOLW\WKH\
KDYHEHHQIRXQGDVKLJKDV
feet in some trees where they
DUHOLNHO\KXQWLQJIRULQVHFWV$ULzona Tree Frogs may use small
KROHVLQWKHJURXQGIRUEXUURZV
RUGHQV%H\RQGWKDWKDELWV
RXWVLGHWKHEUHHGLQJVHDVRQDUH
SRRUO\NQRZQ
Early in the rainy season, male
IURJVFDQEHKHDUGFDOOLQJIURP
the high tree tops. The voice
is a low-pitched, harsh nasal

FOLQNLQJDELWOLNHPHWDOVWULNLQJ
PHWDO2QHWR¿IWHHQRUPRUH
QRWHVSHUVHFRQGPD\EH
given in succession, speeding
up at the end of the trill.

DOO\E\ODWH$XJXVWWKH
WDGSROHVKDYHEHFRPH
froglets.
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in frog stomachs suggests that
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to changes in the enviArizona Tree Frogs may help
Luna
ronment. They can serve
control this devastating pine
Hidalgo
as the canary in the coal
pest that has caused many hillVLGHVLQQRUWKHUQ1HZ0H[LFRWR PLQHGHFUHDVHVLQWKHLU
SRSXODWLRQVFDQEHDQ
WXUQEURZQZLWKGHDGWUHHV
HDUO\ZDUQLQJRISUREOHPVZLWKLQ SUHGDWRUVPD\EHDWKUHDWWRWKH
small isolated populations of this
WKHIRUHVWKDELWDW
REPRODUCTION
DPSKLELDQ,IWKHIURJVFKRRVH
At the start of the summer montemporary pools in which to
On a range-wide scale, the
soon season, Arizona Tree Frog
EUHHGWKH\PD\¿QGWKHPVHOYHV
Arizona Tree Frog is apparleave the trees and head for
ently secure with more than 100 in the company of larval Tiger
pools where they are very noSalamanders. The main diet of
ORFDWLRQVEXWLWLVTXLWHUDUHLQ
WLFHDEOHE\WKHLUORXGYRLFHV,Q
larval salamanders is tadpoles
some areas. There is concern
a given pool, a chorus of males
DQGDWHPSRUDU\SRROGRHVQ¶W
GXHWRLWVOLPLWHGQXPEHUVDQG
FDQEHKHDUGIRUDIHZGD\VWR
RIIHUWKHKLGLQJVWUXFWXUH URFNV
the restricted range (islands
DZHHNDIWHUZKLFKPRVWIURJV
YHJHWDWLRQXQGHUFXWEDQNV WKDW
of moist coniferous forest in a
OHDYHWKHEUHHGLQJKDELWDWV
a permanent water source does.
2FFDVLRQDOFDOOLQJIURJVPD\EH GHVHUW³VHD´ LQZKLFKLWH[LVWV
ArizonaTree Frog tadpole surSmall disjunct populations are
heard through the summer.
YLYDOLV¿YHWLPHVKLJKHUZLWKRXW
SURQHWRH[WLQFWLRQHYHQIURP
salamanders in the pool. NonQDWXUDOIDFWRUVVXFKDV¿UHV
%UHHGLQJPD\WDNHSODFHDQ\QDWLYHSUHGDWRUVOLNHEXOOIURJV
drought
and
predators.
Given
where that rainwater collects in
EDVVDQGFDW¿VKDOVRWKUHDWHQ
widespread forest degradation,
VXI¿FLHQWTXDQWLW\%RWKSHUPDthis little frog.
SUREOHPVRIZDWHUGUDZGRZQ
QHQWDQGHSKHPHUDOEUHHGLQJ
overgrazing in riparian areas,
VLWHVKDYHEHHQIRXQG7KHVLWH
7KH1HZ0H[LFR'HSDUWPHQWRI
location may depend on weather and introduced species, it is
Game and Fish lists the Arizona
LPSRUWDQWWRFRQVHUYHH[LVWLQJ
and on the density of predators.
Tree Frog as a Species of GreatRFFXSLHGKDELWDWV
Shallow pools, ponds, and slow
est Conservation Need, rating it
PRYLQJVWUHDPVPD\DOOEHXVHG
DVYXOQHUDEOHDFURVVLWVUDQJH
Both natural and introduced
Females attach loose masses of
HJJVDERXWVL]HRIDWHDFXSWR
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