
 OVERVIEW, GOALS AND PAYMENTS 

WORKING WITH PRIVATE LANDOWNERS TO 
CONSERVE AND ENHANCE WILDLIFE HABITAT AND 

PROVIDE PUBLIC ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
HUNTING, FISHING AND TRAPPING. 



OVERVIEW 

 Open Gate program established in 2005.  Funding is derived from 
the sale of the Habitat Management and Access Validation (HMAV) 
 

 $1.00 of each HMAV 
 

 $250K annual budget 
 

Funding 

Enrollment   

 2010 – 30 partnerships – Access to over 100,000 privately held acres 
and over 50,000 acres of State Trust and Federal lands 
 

 2010 – Activities included dove, quail, turkey, crane, waterfowl, deer, 
and javelina hunting and fishing 



GOALS 

 PROVIDE THE PUBLIC 
WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO 
ACCESS PRIVATE LANDS &  

 CREATE ACCESS  
CORRIDORS THROUGH 
PRIVATE LANDS TO 
INACCESSIBLE PUBLIC 
LANDS FOR HUNTING, 
FISHING, AND TRAPPING 
 

 



TARGETED APPROACH 

 Population centers 

Population Estimate, 2010 

New Mexico 2,059,179 

Target Area 1,631,123 

Percentage of Population 79% 

http://2010.census.gov/news/releases/operations/cb11-cn87.html 



Property Evaluation 
Hunting 
 Only acreage providing wildlife habitat will be included in 

payment calculation 
 Property evaluated by Department staff and ranked as high, 

medium or low based on meeting program objectives 
 Potential Hunter Use 
 Potential Hunting Opportunities  
 Habitat Quality 
 

Fishing 
 Evaluations conducted in similar manner 

 Potential Angler Use 
 Accessibility  
 Fishery Quality 



Small Game, Waterfowl, Turkey, & Javelina Hunting  
  Grassland Woodland Cropland Wetland Riparian 

High Rate $1.00/acre $2.00/acre $2.50/acre $8.00/acre $10.00/acre 

Mid Rate $0.50/acre $1.60/acre $2.00/acre $6.40/acre $8.00/acre 

Low Rate $0.25/acre $1.20/acre $1.50/acre $4.80/acre $6.00/acre 

Bear, Cougar & Furbearers Access to Inaccessible Public Land 

All Seasons All Seasons 

Single Rate $0.15/Acre Single Rate $0.50/Acre 

HUNTING ACCESS RATES 

Warm & Cold Water Fishing 
Pond Acreage Stream Length (Both Sides) Stream Length (One Side) 

High Rate $250.00/Surface Acre $2500.00/Mile $1250.00/Mile 

Mid Rate $125.00/Surface Acre $1250.00/Mile $625.00/Mile 

Low Rate $62.50/Surface Acre $625.00/Mile $312.50/Mile 

FISHING ACCESS RATES 

Deer Hunting: Enrollments that include access for deer hunting receive a 25% increase to per acre rates for Small 
Game, Waterfowl, Turkey, & Javelina Hunting.  Enrollments that include restricted access for youth only deer 
hunting (if applicable) receive a 10% increase to per acre rates.                 
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