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Recent Events 
 

•May 23, 2013 SGC action. 
 

*Brief meeting with Sen. Udall’s staff. 
 

*S.285 marked up with several amendments. 
Added trapping 

 
Added “jurisdiction” to authority of State 

 
Removed “the protection of wildlife and wildlife habitats, or 
public use and enjoyment” 

 



The New Mexico Office of Natural Resources Trustee 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the 
“Trustees”) have engaged in a cooperative Natural 
Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration 
(NRDAR) process for the Freeport-McMoRan Copper & 
Gold Inc. and its associated companies (FMI) mine sites 
near Silver City, New Mexico. Wildlife and wildlife habitat 
resources have been injured by hazardous substances 
released from three copper mining facilities owned by 
FMI. 



The Trustees undertook a wildlife assessment for these 
three mines in which they assessed and quantified 
injuries to terrestrial resources, wildlife, and wildlife 
habitat resources, and successfully brought claims 
against FMI for terrestrial and wildlife damages. FMI 
paid $5.5 million and transferred 289 hectares (714 
acres) of grassland to the City of Rocks State Park to 
settle allegations that the company injured terrestrial and 
wildlife resources as a result of discharges of hazardous 
substances from the Chino, Tyrone, and Cobre mines. 



 
The Trustees, in a  Draft Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat  

Restoration Plan, have identified 21 potential restoration projects. 
Currently of primary interest to NMDGF: 

 
Double E Ranch 

Habitat Protection and Improvement 
Protect native riparian habitat along Bear 

Creek through the purchase and conservation 
of the Double E Ranch. 

 
River Ranch 

Habitat Protection and Improvement 
Protect and restore native riparian habitat 

along the Mimbres River through the 
purchase and conservation of the River Ranch 

property. 
 
 
 



Redrock Property 
Habitat Protection and Improvement 

Protect and restore native riparian habitat 
along the Gila River through the purchase and 

conservation of the Redrock property. 
 

Davis Property 
Habitat Protection and Improvement 

Protect and restore native riparian habitat 
along the Gila River through the purchase and 

conservation of the Davis property. 
 

Porter Property 
Habitat Protection and Improvement 

Protect and restore native riparian habitat 
along the Gila River through the purchase and 

conservation of the Porter property. 
 

Upper Bear Creek 
Habitat Protection and Improvement 

Protect native riparian habitat along Bear 
Creek through the purchase and conservation 

of the Bear Creek Ranch. 



Double E Ranch 
5,827 acres of  private land 
BLM grazing allotment - 3,644 acres 
State Lands grazing allotment - 2,500 acres 
Forest Service allotment - 11,033 acres 
10.75 acre ft. of water rights. 
3 miles of Bear Creek run through property.  
Approx. cost - $3 million (State Wildlife Grant or PR funds) 
Hunting Opportunities – BHS, deer, turkey, quail, javelina, 
cougar. 
T&E and SGCN – loach minnow, Chiricahua leopard frog, 
willow flycatcher, yellow-billed cuckoo. 
Conservation Education – improvements/facilities need to 
be resolved. 
The Trust for Public Land has an option agreement on the 
property. 









 
 















 



The River Ranch 
1,010  acres of  private land 
BLM grazing lease (1,800 acres) – 31 AUYL 
State Land grazing lease (1,120 acres) – 17 AUYL 
Water Rights - 38 acre feet per annum of appurtenant water rights 

from the Mimbres River (with a priority date of 1880) to irrigate 12.8 
acres of the property.  

Approx. cost - $700,000 (State Wildlife Grant or PR funds) 
Hunting Opportunities – Deer, turkey, quail, doves, javelina, cougar. 
T&E and SGCN – A total of 16 Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

(SGCN) (NMDGF 2006) have been documented on River Ranch, 
including mule deer, black bear, Arizona gray squirrel, mourning 
dove, and band-tailed pigeon. (T&E include Bells vireo, Yellow-billed 
cuckoo.) 

Conservation Education – 3,200 sq. ft. main house, 1200 sq. ft. guest 
house, 720 sq. ft. mobile home, 240 sq. ft. historic adobe cabin, a 
1,300 sq. ft. shop and a 475 sq. ft. hay barn.  

In April 2011, NMLC and the State Forestry Division used $450,000 of 
state funding to purchase a conservation easement over the entire 
property . 
 
 



















Davis Property 







Upper Bear Creek – Bear Creek Ranch 
 
• Elevation at creek 1,891-1,956 m (6,205 – 6,416 ft) 
• 89 ha (220 acres) total area 
• 2.4 km (1.5 mi) of perennial stream length 
• 11.7 ha (28.8 ac) riparian habitat  
• 0.4 ha (1 acre) pond (Ben Lilly Pond) 
• Vegetation is pinyon (Pinus edulis), alligator juniper 

(Juniperus deppeana), and evergreen oak (Quercus 
spp.) woodlands with a mix of Ponderosa pine (Pinus 
ponderosa).  

• Grazing allotment is Walnut Creek Allotment and A Four 
Mountain Pasture.  It is active for cattle and horses. 

• Pond is used by waterfowl, a bird group that was 
substantially impacted by the mine. Pond might support 
chub (Gila spp.) and Chiricahua leopard frog (Lithobates 
chiricahuensis) if appropriate.  



Questions 
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