
2014  
Legislative Session  
Update 



Even Numbered Years are  
30-Day Sessions 

• The New Mexico Constitution restricts 
matters discussed during 30-day 
sessions to: 
– Budget and fiscal matters 
– Items on the Governor’s “call” 
– Legislation vetoed in the previous 

session 
 

 
 



2014 Legislative 
Session Update 

 
• Operating Budget Request (SB 313) 
• Capital Projects Requests (HB 55) 
• Other Legislation 

– Enhanced Penalties 
– Memorials 

 
 

 



Operating Budget  
 

• The budget began as HB 6 then rolled up to HB 2 – failed to pass 
House Floor  34-34 

• SB 313 (took the place of HB 2) passed both cambers signed by 
Governor on 3/11/14 – 6.15 Billion State Budget 

• $38,630,800 (1% decrease from current operating budget – FY 
14) 

• Special Appropriations totaling $860,000 (LE Vehicles-$460K, 
Legal Support-$250K, Federal Assistance upgrades-$150K) 

• Keeping all employee positions  (initial LFC recommendation was 
to delete 20 vacant positions) 

• No support from the State’s General Fund for FY 2015. FY 2008 
was the last year of State General Fund appropriations (around 
$330,000). 



Budget Break Down FY 2015 
Original DGF 

recommendation
Final 

Compromise Difference

Budget Total 8,466.0$              $      8,131.4 (334.6)$     
FTE Total 96.0 96.0

Budget Total 22,385.0$            $    21,564.4 (820.6)$     
FTE Total 157.0 157.0

Budget Total 1,042.2$              $      1,042.2 
FTE Total 4.0 4.0

Budget Total 8,197.8$              $      7,892.8 (305.0)$     
FTE Total 52.0 52.0

CATEGORY DGF LFC
Budget Total 40,091.0$            $    38,630.8 
FTE Total 309.0 309.0 (1,460.2)$  Total reduction from request

 Wildlife Depredation and Nuisance Abatement Program

Program Support

Total All Programs

Field Operations

Conservation Services Program



Other Budget Impacts 

• BAR Authority: additional Department 
authority. 
– $250,000 can be moved between programs 
– $500,000 can be added to operating budget for 

emergencies 

• Employee Raises 
– 3% for all State Employees (includes NMDGF) 



Capital Outlay  
 

Laguna Del Campo Dam 7 Springs demolition of 
old structures 

Fish Barrier – Rio Costilla 

Warm Water Hatchery 
irrigation ditch work 

Wildlife Habitat Projects Pecos Watershed 
Education Center 

Facility Renovation WMA Improvements Install Alternative Energy 
Systems - facilities 

 
 

• The Department approval - $5.1 million for 9 
projects, which were funded: 

• All funding sources – DGF/Fed Aid 



Priority 
Rank Project Name Descriptions/Notes

 Total Request 
Amount  State Funds 

 Federal Aid 
Amt 

FY15 - 1 Dam Safety Rules 
Compliance

Project will  provide for the design plans based on 
findings for Laguna Del Campo Lake.

500.0$                500.0$           -$                   

FY15 - 2 Fish Migration Barrier on 
Comanche Creek 

Construction of a fish migration barrier to protect the 
newly established Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout 
population from invasion by non-native fishes. 

1,000.0$             500.0$           500.0$             

FY15 - 3 Watershed Education 
Center

Watershed Education Center is an outdoor education 
center designed to provide both self guided and guided 
education about the Pecos watershed as well  as 
providing examples of actions individuals can take to 
improve watershed health. The facil ity is designed to 
minimize impacts to the watershed and will  be 
constructed using materials found in the watershed.

450.0$                150.0$           300.0$             

FY15 - 4 Development & 
Construction of 
Alternative Energy on 
State Game Commission 
owned Properties.

Acquire & Install  Alternative Energy Systems at farms, 
hatcheries & facil ities.

250.0$                125.0$           125.0$             

FY15 - 5 Rock Lake Pipeline Replace existing irrigation ditch with new pipeline. 250.0$                250.0$           -$                   
FY15 - 6 Seven Springs hatchery Demolish condemned housing, si los, and clarifier. 100.0$                100.0$           -$                   
FY15 - 7 Shooting Ranges Improve existing shooting ranges or design and 

construct new ranges in New Mexico.
1,000.0$             250.0$           750.0$             

FY15 - 8 Habitat Project 772 
Funds

The Department intends to restore degraded landscapes 
and wildlife habitats across the state of New Mexico 
with multiple partners and across jurisdictional 
boundaries.  Large-scale restoration is a multi-year 
endeavor that requires planning, design and 
environmental and archeological clearance activities, 
followed by on-the-ground restoration actions.

1,600.0$             400.0$           1,200.0$         

FY15 Subtotal: 5,150.0$             2,275.0$        2,875.0$         



HB128 
Hunting & Fishing  

Infraction Penalties 

• Sponsored by Rep. Alonzo Baldonado 
• Do Pass in House Health, Government, and Indian 

Affairs Committee and Judiciary  
• Passed House unanimously (64-0) 
• Only Passed in Senate Conservation with 

amendment – removed section dealing with 
misdemeanor violations 

• Session Ended – was not heard in Senate Judiciary 



SB157 (Companion – HB 128) 
Hunting & Fishing  

Infraction Penalties 
 

• Sponsored by Sen. Clemente Sanchez 
• Do Pass in Conservation Committee 
• Tabled in Senate Judiciary Committee - concerns 

about creating felony, misdemeanor language 



Other Legislation 
•Beaver Management Plan 

• SM 4 (Sen. Keller) 
•Trophy Poaching Memorials 

• HM 3 (Rep. Stewart) & SM 14 (Sen. Morales) 
• Passed House & Senate  



Memorial Summary 
• SM 4 - Beaver Management Plan (Passed 27-11) 

– NMDGF/Forestry Division/State Land Office 
– Recommend which Agency take lead 
– Recommend which Stakeholders included in Developing Mgmt. Plan 
– Timeline & Budget 
– Report to Appropriate Interim Committee by Sep. 1, 2014 

 
• HM 3 & SM 14 – Trophy Poaching Awareness & Education (Passed 63-0, 33-1, 

respectively) 
– Request NMDGF to takes steps to deter poaching 
– Increase Public Awareness 
– Commends NMDGF for proposing stiffer penalties 
– Requests Governor to declare Trophy Poaching Awareness day 
– Copies of Memorial sent to Governor, Director, Chair of Commission 

 



 





Important Dates 

• March 12, 2014- Legislation not acted upon by 
governor is pocket vetoed   

• May 21, 2014- Effective date of legislation 
enacted (except Budget July 1) 
 

• Next Session 
– NMDGF Requests to Commission for Legislative 

Initiatives Aug/Sep 2014 
– Pre-file Legislation Dec 2014 
– Session Dates Jan 20, 2015 – Mar 21, 2015 



Questions,  
Comments? 
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